Cultural Participation as a Human Right?

At a press conference held on 15 January 2013, city officials from Wroclaw (Poland) announced their intention to strive, in cooperation with the Polish Government, for an inclusion of the "right to participation in culture" as one of the basic rights in the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of the Council of Europe. A Panel of Experts, co-organized with NCK (National Centre of Culture), will meet on March 6 in Wroclaw to further clarify this issue. 
In 2011, the city of Wroclaw had been selected – together with San Sebastian in Spain – to become the European Capital of Culture (ECOC) in 2016. Personalities in charge of this event are the Mayor of Wroclaw, Rafal Dutkiewicz; the General Director of the ECOC 2016 Project, Krzysztof Maj; the Artistic Director, Mr Krzysztof Czyzewski; and the President of the ECOC 2016 Program Council, Senator Jaroslaw Obremski. During the January press conference, the basic principles of the ECOC project and its programme – which emphasize issues of participation in cultural life – were presented to journalists. 
Topics to be discussed by Panel of Experts in March include, inter alia:

· The origin of the right to culture; 
· The right to culture and the category of 'cultural rights' (subjective scope and the content of the right of access to culture); 

· Access to culture – a freedom or a right? 
· The scope of obligations of the state, public law entities and other legal entities; 
· Access to culture and free access to culture (e.g. "Creative Commons"); 
· The role of the media in exercising the right to culture; 
· The right to culture as one of the fundamental human rights: A social (cultural) right or a personal right?

(based on a Newsletter of the City of Wroclaw, 30 January 2013)

