EUROTOPICS
European Press Review of 26/07/2011 

On the motives of the Norwegian attacker 
The suspected perpetrator of the Oslo and Utøya attacks admitted his responsibility for the deeds in court on Monday. Norwegian police figures currently put the number of people killed in the attacks at 76. The conservative media reject right-wing populism or Christian fundamentalism as motives for the attacks, which the liberal media regard as a hypocritical and dangerous stance. 


Neue Zürcher Zeitung - Switzerland
Populism is not yet extremism 
As the search begins for the motives of the man who has confessed to the Oslo and Utøya attacks, the proximity of his ideas to those of right-wing populist parties is repeatedly being cited. That is a fallacy, however, the liberal-conservative daily Neue Zürcher Zeitung believes: "Because our reason looks for patterns in an effort to understand, some people are connecting the mass murders in Norway with the rise of right-wing populism in the Nordic countries and its anti-Islamic watchwords. Yet isn't the attempt to explain things in this way almost akin to modern superstition. ... There is a gulf separating populism and extremism. It is therefore not surprising that Anders Behring Breivik turned away from the Norwegian Progress Party disappointed. Populist politics directed at the middle of society are always regarded by extremists as too tame and too willing to compromise. Ultimately what fanatics are interested in isn't politics - that serves simply as a cover - but the experience of violence. Perpetrating violent acts confers power and legitimises being a social misfit. Violent extremists see themselves as the chosen avantgarde who have the right to decide what is right for the masses even if this means death for the victims." (26/07/2011) 

Rzeczpospolita - Poland
Attack does not resemble Islamic terror 
The Norwegian authorities have classed the suspected attacker Anders Breivik as a Christian fundamentalist, but the conservative daily Rzeczpospolita sees no similarities with Islamic terrorism: "Those who compare 'Christian fundamentalism' to 'Islamic fundamentalism' are committing a semantic abuse when they assert that both pose a fatal danger for Europe. Christianity does not tell its followers to kill and commit acts of terrorism against infidels - not even in its fundamental version. (Or is it fundamentalism to oppose same-sex marriage?) And neither Catholics nor Protestants preach hatred against Islam. There are, of course, exceptions - like the US Pastor Terry Jones, who has professed that the best method of defending the Christian faith is to burn the Koran. But people like Jones are ostracised and isolated by Christian politicians and journalists." (26/07/2011) 

De Standaard - Belgium
Sympathy of conservatives dangerous 
It is dangerous for the conservatives to show any understanding for the attacker Anders Breivik, the Flemish daily De Standaard warns: "Voices are emerging from the right-wing conservative corner that, while harshly condemning the violence, at the same time say it is impossible to hold an open debate about immigration and the Islamisation of Europe. They say nobody should be surprised if an individual draws extreme if reprehensible conclusions from this. This argumentation is both hypocritical and dangerous. Hypocritical, because it is only used with respect to a perpetrator who espouses a related ideology, while it is rejected if the perpetrator holds different views. And dangerous, because the assumption that violence, even if it is not tolerated, may be understood as the last resort for the repressed, undermines democratic society. Violence must always be condemned, by everyone in all circumstances without any qualification." (26/07/2011) 

Frankfurter Rundschau - Germany
A late philosophical warrior 
The suspected Norwegian attacker Anders Breivik is not a madman but a 20th century philosophical warrior who has arrived late, concludes historian Götz Aly in the left-liberal daily Frankfurter Rundschau: "In totalitarian, one-dimensional philosophies, political utopias and pseudo-religions, the members of a particular group (a race, religion, class or people) are raised to the top of the human pyramid. The propagandists of such doctrines claimed that the group of supposedly superior people they wooed were homogeneous and therefore functioned harmoniously and were better than everyone else. The seductive rallying cry is: a high degree of internal homogeneity and complete isolation from the outside world. These 'superior' groups saw themselves as under threat from culturally 'inferior' enemies. ... A situation that justifies the use of all means. ... On Friday Breivik launched this - first - phase of what he sees as a battle to save a Christian, Islam-free and Marxism-free Europe." (26/07/2011) 

Le Monde - France
Norway remains model democracy 
Following the attacks in Oslo and on Utøya island the Norwegian government has announced its intention to promote more openness and democracy and is thus protecting its democratic values, the left-liberal daily Le Monde writes approvingly, and contrasts the Norwegian attitude with that of the United States, France and other European states: "There will be no special laws. [The Norwegians] are not trying to alleviate the country's pain by limiting democracy using the pretext of security. Criminal law is not being tightened up for short-term political purposes. Norway will remain a country of public freedom. The political elite in Oslo agrees that this is the attitude to adopt. It is the opposite of the way the United States behaved following 11 September 2001, the opposite of the view all too often espoused here that uses every bloody crime as a pretext for clamping down at the expense of freedom. In its tragedy Norway has remained true to itself. The country is reflecting, but it is not lying to itself, and is hence a model for our democracies." (25/07/2011) 

