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Sixty years ago, Europe had come to a crossroads. The lesson learned from the past was that a lasting peace must be based on more than military stability. 

By establishing norms and standards on democracy, human rights and the rule of law applicable to all and binding for all, the concept of soft security was invented. It was seen as a precondition for sustainable peace after the two awful wars we had in Europe. 

The Council of Europe was founded to take care of this dimension of security. Later the Helsinki Conference was convened and the OSCE established, setting up common rules for peaceful co-existence. Europe moved away from nationalism towards internationalism. 

The European Union has added tremendously to this dimension of soft security through economic and political integration of its member States. The Council of Europe standards on democracy, human rights and the rule of law, served as a basis for EU integration and EU enlargement. 

The concept of combining hard and soft security is still very relevant in the efforts to reinforce predictability and stability in Europe. Hard security cannot function without soft security, and the other way around. We should always keep in mind what Willy Brandt once formulated: “Security in Europe is indivisible – it is for all or for none”. 

The Council of Europe is an integral part of a wider European security concept, creating a space of collective democratic security and stability. We can call it deep security. 

The Council of Europe is therefore an indispensable partner in promoting this concept of deep security, and in developing it further. 

Now what are the particularities which legitimise our role in a Europe that is rapidly changing? 

First of all, the Council of Europe’s work on defending common European values is not bound by economic, military and geo-strategic considerations and therefore enjoys a high level of trust and gives legitimacy to our monitoring activities. This non-political and expert-oriented role must be further exploited, for example, when it comes to frozen conflicts on the European continent. 

Secondly, the Council of Europe is the only genuinely pan-European organisation covering the entire continent. The EU does not do that, even when extended to the candidate countries and associated countries. The OSCE includes non-European countries which may not have fully identical views on human rights and the functioning of democratic institutions. For instance, the United States is still pursuing the death penalty as one example. 

Thirdly, the Council of Europe is the only organisation which has the mandate and the necessary tools to effectively and comprehensively monitor the compliance with obligations related to the respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law. The Court of Human Rights, as one, is a unique instrument never seen on any other continent at any time in history. 

Last but not least, the fact that the Council of Europe is reaching out to all European countries and the fact that the organisation has monitoring tools, presence in the field, parliamentarians from all countries, unique contacts with local and regional governments, a close co-operation with NGOs, makes the Council of Europe a unique institution with an exceptional access to knowledge and information. 

Properly put together and used, this information will enable the Council of Europe to anticipate – and help provide solutions for - major societal and political developments which fall within our mandate and which have to be properly dealt with before it is too late. 

It only takes a quick look at the problems which our societies are facing today to understand that social stability is not guaranteed. We are facing increased mistrust and intolerance with practically all our countries, with convergence of economical problems, social issues and migration. 

George F. Kennan once said that there is a little bit of totalitarian buried somewhere, way down deep, in each and everyone of us. 

The Council of Europe must confront any resurgence of such totalitarian tendencies. The Council of Europe must be the lighthouse of Europe, a house for early warning. 

I should also like to remind you of the words of the theologian Reinhold Niebuhr who said that man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to injustice makes democracy necessary. 

History teaches us that democracy cannot survive without social stability. Social rights cannot be achieved without democratic rights. The Council of Europe should therefore be a house where human rights and social rights are integral parts of the same struggle for peace and stability. 

We must also recognise the fact that social rights and human rights cannot be secured by words alone – their protection must be systematic and institutional. This is why this Organisation must continue to help build democratic institutions in all our member States and to safeguard our own institutions - especially the Court of Human Rights… 

Europe has once again come to a crossroads, so has the Council of Europe. It is a new time. The political landscape is changing. 

The Lisbon Treaty has entered into force which opens up for EU accession to our Convention on Human Rights and the European Court of European Rights. 

The Russian Federation approved ratification of Protocol 14 which means that the Russian Federation is reconfirming the importance of Council of Europe and the Court, the importance of Europe, as well as the necessary reform process in Russia. 

This is a historic moment for Europe. What we can achieve is the following: All nation states and also the European Union with its heavy economic and political weight can be under the same standards, rules and laws, and the same Court. 

EU-countries and non-EU countries are in the same boat, for a common future. A united Europe without dividing lines. 

And I will make it clear: The Council of Europe must play a crucial role to achieve that goal, but we cannot do it without being able to reform and modernise our own institutions. 

But there are other realities changing our societies from within. One is that we are becoming multicultural. And our continent is still a continent of minorities. The important question is how we are going to live together. 
The French philosopher Pascal Bruckner calls the situation in Europe a state of peace, comfort and individual happiness which we are reluctant to give up. We have moved from a war zone to modern democracies, but we are now suffering from mental fatigue when introduced to cultures which are impacting on and challenging our societies. 

Let me be clear on this: If we do not take action on these challenges, new dividing lines will appear within our societies. The Council of Europe is an all-inclusive forum where these challenges can be addressed… 

