The Art and Culture Programme in Uzbekistan is a part of the Regional Arts and Culture Programme funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
Background
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) successfully supports artistic and cultural projects in Central Asia (CA) since 1998. In line with the principles outlined in its Cultural Policy Paper (2002), SDC considers Art and Culture as an important good governance tool. Moreover, for SDC the support of cultural activities forms an integral and indispensable part of development as “Culture is not one of life’s luxuries – it is life itself”.

The external projects review carried out in March 2007 rated SDC’s intervention in art and culture of CA as particularly innovative and fostering local initiatives. It encouraged SDC to further streamline the projects on a regional basis and to promote the development of a programme with common objectives and work principles. As a result, an integrated three-year Regional Art and Culture Programme (RACP) aiming at promotion of “Diversity in Unity” was developed.

Overall Goal

The RACP aims at fostering participation, promoting respect and intercultural dialogue among and across the CA societies through art and culture activities. In particular, it builds on the following objectives:

• To reflect the diversity of the local population;

• To support art and culture activities building on a participative approach;

• To promote intercultural dialogue between art and culture actors from the three countries for addressing common issues.

Activities 

Activities in three CA countries include three activity lines: regional projects, national projects, small action line.

The Regional Line presents events aiming at reaching out to a broader public, with a strong catalytic, pioneering and creative aspect (e.g. festivals, exhibitions, symposiums) and is based on co-production by art actors of the three countries. The regional projects are organised once per year: 

· 2008 – Central Asian Visual Anthropology Forum “KinoVisA” (Tashkent, Uzbekistan)

· 2009 – Regional Forum of theoreticians “Unity in Diversity” (Dushanbe, Tajikistan)

· 2010 – Fusion Festival of Visual and Performing Arts “Experiment” (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan)
The National Line is focused on in-country cultural diversity and local expertise in art, but also has “the regional aspect”, which means mainly cooperation with neighbouring countries and use of CA network.
e.g., National projects in Uzbekistan:

· Central Asian Theatre Laboratory for young directors (Tashkent)

· Regional seminar for documentary filmmakers of Central Asia (Tashkent)

· “Omnibus Laboratorium” for young composers of Central Asia (Tashkent)

·  Visual Art Events Cycle (Tashkent and other cities of Uzbekistan)
· “Museum on Wheels” (Nukus and remote areas of Uzbekistan)

· Jirau – Rock. 21 century (Nukus and Tashkent)

· Books on Karakalpak music (Nukus)

· other

The Small Action Line is aimed on encouragement of innovations, participation, and support to cultural diversity.
e.g., Small activities in Uzbekistan: 

· CD and concert “Music of Central Asian composers for chamber orchestra”

· “Madonna” exhibition (about Romanian women)

· «Bridges of mutual understanding» concert 
· other
To find out more about the activities of the Arts and Culture Programme in Uzbekistan please visit www.imhoart.uz
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