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1. Has your government taken any specific measures yet or is it intending to take specific action to address the global economic crisis?

	Country
	Yes
	No
	Measures taken

	Albania
	x
	
	L’augmentation des garancies bancaire de 7 mile € a 25 mile €.

	Andorra
	x
	
	A law for measures against the crisis  was adopted by the Parliament of Andorra. 
The law 31/2008, from 18th December, is on the measures of the reactivation of economy.

Total budget for financing aid: General state budget of 2009 of 617.890.144,11 €.
Previewed: Decreasing (compared to the budget of 2009) 3.514.802 €.
No additional incomes (compared to the budget of 2009).

	Croatia
	x
	
	Anti-recession measures 

	Cyprus
	
	x
	Not yet.

	Estonia
	x
	
	8 % reduction in operating costs and a cutback in wages of state institutions (in the cultural field, the reduction is by 5 % and concerns state institutions as well as NGOs, foundations etc.).
· Reduction in investments in infrastructure and construction (except for the self-financing portion in the EU structural funds):
· Intention to review and revise the tax policy, creation of opportune environment for entrepreneurship;

· Reduction in the budget for the road management;

· Reduction in social benefits (the amendments to the Parental Benefit Act, e.g.);
· Development of innovation and knowledge-based industry that is directed to export;

· Development of alternative energy production and attention to the energy saving measures.
According to the European Commission’s estimation, Estonia has contributed 1,3 % of the GDP to the enlivening of economy.  Together with the acceleration of making the use of the EU Structural Funds and with new adopted decisions (the credit possibilities for the companies and the enlargement of the amount of subsistence benefits), the total amount of the support measures canalized directly into economy is estimably 4 % of the GDP in 2009 and 5-6 % of the GDP in 2010. The main measures to be undertaken are: multiplication of the supports to the enterprises and simplification in their use, improvement of the finance possibilities for the enterprises (the credit possibilities), acceleration of infrastructure investments (for example, transport, environment, vocational education and higher education infrastructure projects, but also the energy saving measures for apartment buildings), enhancement of flexibility in the labour market (the new Employment Contracts Act that enters into force from 1st of July 2009 will bring along, for example, the raise of the unemployment insurance compensation; more attention will be paid to the complementary training). 

	Finland
	x
	
	· Stimulus packages have been adopted, 

· State Export Guarantee Fund has been revived 

Re-allocation of 200 million € within the 2010 budget to counter the effects of economic crisis has been decided e.g.

Total budget implied in the support package : Stimulus packages and related measures amount to 1,7% of GDP.

	France
	x
	
	Plan de relance de 26 milliards d’euros permettant de réaliser 1000 projets d’envergure à travers tout le territoire, suppression de la taxe professionnelle sur les investissements productifs, lancement d’un fonds d’investissement, dispositions en faveur des territoires et des personnes les plus touchées par la crise. Ces mesures font l’objet d’un suivi permanent, notamment pour l’accès des entreprises et des ménages au crédit, le soutien à la filière automobile, les infrastructures de transport, l’enseignement supérieur et la recherche, la patrimoine immobilier de l’État, le logement et la rénovation urbaine, la santé.
26 milliards € dont 75 % seront consommés en 2009.

	FYROM
	
	x
	

	Hungary
	x
	
	· Cuts in public expenditure, including subsidies to state run cultural institutions, and reduction of state funds for cultural actives;
· Abolition of 13th month salary for public employees (including staff of memory institutions) intended:
· More cuts in the state budget;
·  New tax rules: raise VAT rate, tax cafeteria payments, lower social security contribution paid by employers;
· Decrease pension and maternity and other allowances..

	Latvia 
	x
	
	The overall economy of Latvia, which was once the fastest-growing in the European Union, is undergoing tremendous shrink. Rapid public expenditure growth added to demand and overheating, while wage growth above productivity improvements exerted upward pressure in consumer price inflation and eroded competitiveness. The strength of import demand also led to current account deficits of GDP.  In December the government elaborated the stabilization plan, comprising a number of stringent measures designed to reduce fiscal spending and increase the tax revenues. To avert a recurrence of the unexpected recent developments in Parex bank, a focused examination of the banking system will be completed, to assess whether all banks are solvent and have sufficient liquidity. The banking laws will be amended to allow the Financial and Capital Market Commission, the Bank of Latvia and the Ministry of Finance to take timely and effective actions to restore financial stability in systemic crises and to enhance the special bank insolvency regime. By the end-April 2009 will be developed a comprehensive private debt restructuring strategy. The fixed exchange rate of the Lats (national currency) will remain the anchor for monetary policy until Latvia will adopt the euro. Latvia will maintain existing quantitative limits on foreign currency swaps and main refinancing operations, and ensure that base money remains adequately backed by the Bank of Latvia’s net international reserves. From 2009 increase excise on fuel, alcohol, non-alcoholic beverages and coffee. The standard VAT rate increased by 3 percentage points, to 21 percent and the reduced rate from 5 percent to 10. Also from 2009 partially revere the recently adopted increases in non-taxable allowances under the personal income tax law, but reduce the personal income tax rate by 2 percentage points to 23 percent. From 2010, introduce a 10 percent tax rate on all capital income (interest, royalties, rental income etc.). Also from 2010, increase real estate and property taxes, which are currently significantly below the OECD average. It is intended to cap expenditures at just below 40 percent of GDP. Vigorous structural reforms will be made. Cuts were made in the central government budget as well as local governments were obliged to revise budgets. Also were made (and will be made again) cuts in compensation of all public sector employees and pensions are frozen.
Total budget implied in the support package : 7.5 billion € (5 billion € come from the International Monetary Fund).

	Luxembourg
	x
	
	Plan de soutien à la conjoncture : « Lutter contre les effets de la crise – préparer  l’après-crise » (pour de plus amples informations, voir
 : www.gouvernement.lu/salle_presse/actualite/2009/03-mars/06-plan/index.html):
L'ensemble de ces mesures se décline autour de sept axes:

1. soutien du pouvoir d'achat par des mesures ciblées, 

2. soutien de l'activité des entreprises par le biais de mesures fiscales et autres, 

3. création d'un environnement administratif favorable à l'activité économique, 

4. soutien de l'activité des entreprises par le biais de l'investissement public, 

5. soutien direct des entreprises en difficulté, 

6. accompagnement des effets de la crise en matière d'emploi, 

7. préparation de l'après-crise. 

Budget total : 1.228 millions € soit 3,24% du P.I.B.

	Malta
	x
	
	Whilst in its Budget for 2009, Government aimed to provide an appropriate counter cyclical policy response given the negative international economic situation, this approach was balanced against the need to maintain investor confidence in Government’s commitment to public finance sustainability.

In the context of the challenging international economic conditions, and taking into account the specific domestic situation, in its Budget for 2009, Government adopted a number of short-term measures which aim to stimulate economic activity whilst at the same time addressing the challenges facing the Maltese economy, within the context of the renewed Lisbon Strategy, including:

· Increase in public investment, especially outlays which aim to support the growth of economic activities, to develop the infrastructure and to improve the environment;

· Sectoral support, particularly to industry, tourism and small and medium sized enterprises, and measures aimed to support employability;

· Measures to support consumer expenditure and to improve the incentive to work; and

· Incentives earmarked to promote energy conservation and to reduce emissions.

In this context, further initiatives to promote the Maltese economy’s resilience to the current circumstances include further liberalisation of economic sectors which can contribute to enhance the degree of competition in domestic markets, the introduction of better regulation initiatives particularly with respect to small and medium-sized enterprises including the drafting of a Small Business Act, as well as the implementation of Malta’s Flexicurity Roadmap to ensure an adequate supply of skills in emerging high-skill sectors of the economy while ensuring that those at the lower end of the skills spectrum are sufficiently skilled and motivated to take up work in the formal economy and to progress within it. 

Government is furthermore complementing the Budget 2009 measures with targeted, limited and focused assistance to sustainable enterprises which risk suffering a decline in medium-term productive capabilities due to the current demand conditions. A specific task force to oversee this process has been appointed and has resulted in the provision of temporary and targeted assistance, compliant with EU rules, to relatively large manufacturing concerns which have been especially hit by the downturn in global demand. An agreement to temporarily suspend repayments of capital on loans for up to one year on a case by case basis for hotel owners and operators directed towards investment in the tourism industry was furthermore reached with local banks. Moreover, support is being provided to operators in the tourism industry for investment projects.

The short-term fiscal measures announced in the Budget for 2009 have a direct budgetary impact amount of around 1.6 % of GDP.

	Montenegro
	x
	
	· Saving measures, rationalization costs,
· Credits for companies.

	Norway
	x
	
	· Secure employment: NOK 20 billion. 

· Funds for loan: NOK 100 billion.

	Portugal
	x
	
	Dans le cadre de la Union Européenne, par exemple, soutien à la Banque, soutien à quelques entreprises.

	Russian Federation
	x
	
	All measures aimed at the overcoming of consequences of the financial crisis are stated in the Programme of antirecessionary measures of the Government of the Russian Federation for the year 2009. In compliance with the Russian Government decisions the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation has carried out the optimization of its budget in order to weaken crisis consequences for cultural and heritage institutions, their staffs as well as artists and other cultural stakeholders.

	Serbia
	x
	
	Decrease in public spending (salaries, freezing of wages and retirement pensions, lowering cost of operations, travel costs, etc.), tax increase on particular products and services (gas, vehicle registration, mobile communication services…), stimulation of the short term employment for young people, infrastructural investments.
Total budget implied in the support package: 100.000.000.000 RSD ( ~ 1.000.000.000 €).

	Slovakia
	x
	
	The third set of measures to reduce the impact of the economic crisis adopted in Government Resolution No. 125/2009 includes an allocation of 10 million € to support tourism through the programme “Obnovme si svoj dom” (Let’s Restore Our Home) in the Grant System of the Ministry of Culture, which focuses in particular on World Heritage Sites.
Total budget implied in the support package: 10 Million €.

	Slovenia
	x
	
	A supplementary budget which will enter into force on April 7th 2009.

	Switzerland
	x
	
	Les mesures de la phase 1 comprennent (novembre 2008) : 

· levée du blocage de crédits (205 millions de francs) : moyens alloués en premier lieux aux transports et communications et à la formation, à l’agriculture et à la défense nationale ;

· augmentation des moyens consacrés à la protection contre les crues (66 millions de francs) ;

· investissements dans l’aide au logement (45 millions de francs) ;

· constructions civiles (20 millions de francs) ;

· promotion des exportations (5 millions de francs) ;

· augmentations des fonds affectés à l’assainissement énergétique des bâtiments (86 millions de francs).

Les mesures de la phase 2 comprennent (février 2009) : 

· Supplément de 710 millions de francs au budget 2009 bénéficiant aux domaines suivants : infrastructure routière et ferroviaire ; projets relevant de la nouvelle politique régionale ; recherche appliquée ; forêts, protection de la nature et du paysage, photovoltaïque, chauffage à distance, remplacement de chauffages électriques ; assainissement et entretien de bâtiments des EPF et d’armasuisse ; marketing touristique. 

· Adaptation des instruments de l’Assurance suisse contre les risques à l’exportation, afin de soutenir les exportateurs confrontés à des problèmes de liquidités.

· Modification de la loi fédérale encourageant la construction et l’accession à la propriété de logements (LCAP) permettant des rénovations supplémentaires.

· Prolongation de 12 à 18 mois de l’indemnité en cas de réduction de l’horaire de travail.

Dépenses de la Confédération directes, phase 1: 427 millions CHF.
Dépenses de la Confédération directes, phase 2: 710 millions CHF.

	U. K.
	x
	
	· In November 2008 Pre-Budget Report, the Government introduced a £20bn package of measures (fiscal stimulus) to boost the economy.
· The Government has also taken action to protect people’s savings and prevent the collapse of the banking sector;

· The Government’s action has been supported by action taken by the Bank of England. The Bank of England has reduced interest rates from 5 per cent to 0.5 per cent. It has also used new monetary tool to ensure there is enough money flowing around the economy, including introducing a programme (‘quantitative easing’) to increase the amount of money on its balance sheet and to use it to purchase assets such as corporate and government bonds in return for cash.
· The Government has acted to protect savings and stabilise the banking system. It has also acted to get the banking system working again, to clean it up and rebuild it so that it can support families and firms.
· Budget 2009 provided further, targeted support to help individuals, families and businesses through the downturn so that they are able to take full advantage of the recovery. The Budget also announced action to invest for the UK’s post-recovery future.
SPECIFIC MEASURES

(a) Households and families, including:

· A cut in VAT worth over £20 per month for households on average for the whole of 2009. 

· Increased tax allowances introduced on 6 April;

· Brought forward increases in child benefit, providing 3 additional months of support at the higher new rate for 7.5 million families, worth £22; and bringing forward an increase in child tax credit to 6 April 2009 (from April 2010), increasing it by £150 to a new level of £2,235;

And Budget 2009 announced further support, including:

· Further support for households hit hardest by the recession, such as £120m in 2009-10 and £140m in 2010-11 so that the Social Fund can continue to provide interest free loans for vulnerable people who are finding it difficult to make ends meet;

· An additional £20 on the child element of the Child Tax Credit from April 2010, which will benefit 3.8m families and is worth £40 on average for families in the bottom 20% of the income distribution.

· Supporting people to save as the economy emerges from the downturn, including by increasing ISA limits to £10,200.

(b) Pensioners, including:

· A one-off £60 payment to 12 million pensioners was delivered at the start of the year;

· Increased pension credit by £6 to £130 per week for single pensioners from 6 April;

And Budget 2009 announced further support, including:

· An additional payment (£100 for over 80s; and £50 for over 60s) alongside the Winter Fuel Payment.

· The capital disregard in Pension Credit and pensioner-related Housing and Council tax will be raised from £6,000 to £10,000 in November 2009, helping 500,000 pensioners by an average of £4 per week.

(c) Homeowners, including:

· An expanded Support for Mortgage Interest Scheme, which helps with mortgage payments if homeowners lose their jobs. People can now get this help 13 weeks after they lose their jobs (previously this was 39 weeks), and the capital limit has been raised to £200,000.

· The £200m Mortgage Rescue Scheme where Government, local government and lenders can buy a share in the property or buy it outright and rent it back to people who are struggling to meet their monthly repayments. 

· Homeowner Mortgage Support Scheme, launched in April, will allow people suffering a temporary fall in income to defer a portion of their mortgage interest payments for up to 2 years, giving them breathing space.

· Getting credit and responsible lending going again, including through legally-binding agreements with banks to increase mortgage lending on commercial terms (£3bn from Lloyds, and £9bn from RBS in the 12 months from March 2009; and Northern Rock will increase lending by over £14bn over the next two years);

· Bringing forward £1.1bn of spending to deliver extra investment in housing, including social housing;

And Budget 2009 announced further support, including:

· A new £600m fund to get stalled housing developments moving again;

· The stamp duty holiday on property sold for £175,000 or less would be extended until 31 December 2009;

(d) Employment, including:

· employers can access incentives worth up to £1000 to recruit people unemployed over 6 months, and access in-work training for them worth up to £1500.

· HMRC has allowed over 116,000 businesses that employ around 600,000 people to defer over £2bn of business taxes since November 2008.

And Budget 2009 announced further support, including:
· A guarantee to help all 18-24 year olds who have been out of work beyond 12 months with 6 months of meaningful activity (either a job, work placement or training)..

(e) Business, including:
· Securing billions of pounds of additional finance for businesses, by: legally binding agreements with banks to increase lending to business on commercial terms (£11bn from Lloyds; £16bn from RBS); freeing up capital by signing £1bn of guarantees, through the Working Capital Scheme; and establishing the Enterprise Finance Guarantee;

· Supporting cash flow through a range of measures, including agreeing deferred payment of over £2bn in tax by 116,000 businesses since November; and enabling companies to spread the increase in business rates over the next three years;

· Establishing the Automotive Assistance Programme, which will unlock up to £2.3bn in support of lower carbon initiatives.

· Since October, nearly 40,000 businesses have had a free ‘Health Check’ from the Government’s Business Link advice service, helping them access credit and defer tax.

And Budget 2009 announced further support, including:

· Further support for businesses, including by tackling recent restrictions in the availability of trade credit;

· Encouraging investment through a temporary increase in capital allowances to 40% for one year from April 2009; and

· a £750m Strategic Investment Fund to support industrial projects;

(f) And further support and investment to build Britain’s future, including:

· Bringing forward £3bn of investment in schools, housing, transport and energy efficiency.

And Budget 2009 announced further support, including:

· A £600m fund to provide a kick-start to housebuilding;

· £500m of measures to boost Britain’s low-carbon sectors (especially offshore wind) and lay the foundations for green growth when the economy recovers;

· Temporarily increasing to 40% the capital allowances for investment in plant and machinery; and

· Investing in Britain’s skills by guaranteeing a job, training or work placement for all 18-24 year olds who have been unemployed for 12 months.


Conclusion:
In Mai 2009, most of the countries that have replied have already taken measures vis-à-vis the economic crisis (19 countries of 21). Within the countries that already reacted on the crisis, three major trends can be seen: 10 countries stated to have prepared or even already have given financial support to react against the crisis, namely Albania, Finland, France, Malta, Montenegro, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia and Switzerland. Andorra, Estonia and Hungary on the contrary, stated to have planed to reduce or have already reduced the total budget for financing aid, as reductions in operating costs and cutbacks in wages of state institutions.
2. Will any measures likely have a direct or indirect impact on the sectors of culture and heritage?

	Country
	Yes
	No
	Measures which have an impact on the sectors of culture and heritage
	When they have been launched?
	How long they will be running?

	Albania
	
	x
	
	
	

	Andorra
	x
	
	· Reduction of investments for cultural heritage

· Reduction of costs for different services of the Ministry of Culture
· No providence of new jobs and no replacements of vacant posts (exceptions exist). 
	With the law 21/2008 from 18th December.
	End of 2009.


	Croatia
	x
	
	Reductions of the amounts for the cultural programme implementation.
	
	Constantly, until the end of the economic crisis.

	Cyprus
	
	x
	
	
	

	Estonia
	x
	
	1. The direct impact of the adopted measures on the cultural field is an 11,6 % reduction (21 million €, as at March 2009 compared to 1 January 2008) in the cultural budget. This reduction includes: 

1.1. Reduction in investments (construction and renovation) and in operating costs (investments by 80 %, operating costs by 16 %) that concerns state institutions, non-governmental organizations and foundations; operational support for small theatres, art associations, galleries, festivals etc. will also decrease. 

1.2. Reduction in the state cultural and sports programmes (by 30-50 %). The state cultural and sports programmes support activities that are important in cultural policy terms. 
2. The indirect impact of the adopted measures on the cultural field will be revealed in the further activities of the cultural institutions. The worsening economic environment gives a setback to their self-earned income from their basic activities (that concerns, for example, theatres, museums, concert organizations). This brings along the saving policy in the cultural institutions at the expense of their activities (projects and events are cancelled, the quality of the services offered worsens etc.) As a result, the consumption of culture and the possibilities to participate in the cultural life will decrease in whole. 

At the same time, the aspects that could need a change will come more clearly forward under the crisis circumstances and in this situation, these changes needed can be carried out also more easily. The reduction in the budget favours namely the changes in the structure and the consolidation of institutions. For example, Estonia is planning to carry out a consolidation in the field of museums and to develop a network of thematic museums.
	Planning of the budget for the year 2009 was a year-round process in 2008 and is still being continued.
	The measures adopted will be running definitely until the end of the year 2010, but, so far, exact prognosis cannot be made. 

	Finland
	x
	
	An additional budget of almost 13 million €
	Immediately
	Until the end of 2009.

	France
	x
	
	La culture bénéficie du plan de relance en 2009 à hauteur de 100 millions €. Ces crédits s’ajoutent à ceux du budget 2009 du Ministère. Ils seront maintenus dans son budget en 2010 et les années suivantes. Cette enveloppe de 100 M € permettra de lancer ou d’accélérer un grand nombre de chantiers de restauration de monuments historiques, en particulier dans la restauration des cathédrales, du château de Versailles et d’édifices variés. Cette relance permettra de sauvegarder les emplois dans les entreprises de restauration des monuments historiques et de réduire les délais de réalisation de plusieurs projets d’investissement Les trois priorités du plan de relance dans le secteur culturel sont les monuments historiques, les équipements culturels en région et les grands projets nationaux. 

Parmi les autres mesures adoptées, il faut signaler : 

· l’accès gratuit aux collections permanentes des 50 musées nationaux et l’entrée gratuite dans plus d’une centaine de monuments nationaux (cette mesure s’applique à tous les ressortissants de l’Union européenne de moins de 26 ans),

· La mise en place d’un important crédit d’impôt pour attirer en France les tournages de films étrangers,

· L’intention du Gouvernement de doubler la dotation aux quotidiens à faibles ressources de publicité. Cette dotation passerait de 7 à 14 M€ afin de permettre aux titres de presse les plus fragiles de surmonter les difficultés liées à la crise économique.
	Le 16 mars, le ministre de la Culture et de la Communication et le ministre chargé du Plan de relance ont signé une convention avec la Bibliothèque nationale de France, le Louvre et le château de Versailles. La mesure sur la gratuité des musées est entrée en vigueur le 4 avril 2009. Celle sur le crédit d’impôt a été votée le 17 décembre 2008 et est entrée en vigueur début 2009.
	· Pour la BNF : rénovation du site Richelieu (1 M€) et rénovation du château de Sablé-sur-Sarthe (450 000 €). Le projet se déroulera en deux phases (2010-2013 et 2013-2015).

· Pour le Musée du Louvre : restauration de l’aile du bord de l’eau (de fin 2009 à 2018, 11,5 M€), expérimentation de méthodes de nettoyage des façades (avril-fin 2009, 300 000 €), remontage de trois arcades des Tuileries (septembre 2009-mars 2010, 800 000 €), restauration des sols du jardin (septembre 2009-mars 2010, 500 000 €).
· - Pour le château de Versailles : travaux de restauration (mars 2009-février 2010, 3 M€).

	FYROM
	
	x
	
	
	

	Hungary
	x
	
	Cuts in public expenditure.
	January 2009.
	Until the end of the crisis at least.

	Latvia 
	x
	
	The measures set in the stabilization plan will have a direct impact on the entire field. Particular, according to the stabilization plan from 2009, increases the standard VAT rate by 3 percentage points, to 21 percent, and the reduced rate from 5 percent to 10 percent. The list of items eligible for the reduced rate has been reduced. Up to year 2009 the reduced rate was applied to books and newspapers and magazines, starting with January 1st the reduced rate 10 percent refers only to the periodicals, books impose a VAT 21 percent that already has caused a decrease of turnover in amount of 40 percent. Also several newspapers have stopped publication. The increase of VAT has also effect on the cultural tourism as overnight stay has become more expensive. The whole sector of culture has to deal with the wage cut. Funding allocated to the budget program “Cultural heritage” (museums, libraries, archives) is -30.6 percent, but to the program “Professional art” (theatre, opera, cinema) -22.7 percent comparing with year 2008. The budget of the State Culture Capital Foundation (the foundation that allocates resources for the implementation of all the culture projects and the life-long grants for culture and arts workers for their life achievements in development of culture and art) underwent cut of 39.3 percent that actually means that the State Culture Capital Foundation is back where it was ten years ago when it was established. The government acknowledges that investment in the infrastructure projects stimulates employment and economical development and that is why government continues to supports the building process of the Latvian National Library – Castle of Light. The National Library currently is the only project of the cultural infrastructure to which the government can allocate funds.
	Beginning of 2009.
	Until the crisis in the country will be over.

	Luxembourg
	x
	
	Un certain nombre de projets de nature infrastructurelle, suspendus en 2006, seront maintenant mis en œuvre et quelques nouveaux projets seront lancés plus tôt qu’initialement prévu, notamment dans le domaine culturel (Centre de Production et de Création Artistique à Bonnevoie, l’aménagement du site des Rotondes en « Espace culturel des Rotondes », par exemple).
	
	

	Malta
	x
	
	Whilst the main measures did not target specifically the culture and heritage sectors, certain measures may indirectly impact these specific sectors: in particular, investment outlays earmarked to improve the tourist product as well as initiatives promoting sustainable development at a local level.

Furthermore, Government will continue to promote the organisation of various cultural initiatives, on an ongoing basis. These initiatives, which are financed and/or promoted by public entities, including in certain instances the participation of certain local councils, take place in different months during the year, promote culture, history and local traditions. Moreover, the forthcoming Local Council reform is expected to strengthen the cultural heritage, traditional and folklore aspect of Malta’s localities. Such initiatives not only have an impact on the local culture and heritage sector, but also contribute towards the development of the tourism industry.
	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.

	Montenegro
	
	x
	
	
	

	Norway
	x
	
	Measures to secure employments.
	February 2009.
	2009.

	Portugal
	x
	
	Réduction budgétaire pour des secteurs concernant la culture.
	
	

	Russian Federation
	x
	
	The Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation has taken steps to soften crisis consequences. Toward this end the Ministry has elaborated and started realizing the following measures:

· Preservation of jobs (unemployment figures are not increasing);

· Reservation of grants of the President and the Government of the Russian Federation to artists and creative people;

· Reservation (or even increase) amount of the State support to creative unions/ associations;

· Preservation and increase/expansion of public access to Russian museums, theatres and libraries;
· Granting of a discount to some categories of the population for visiting museums, libraries, theatres and other cultural institutions;
· Fixed fee for a five-year term of education in artistic universities;
· Extension of the list of profitable activities in order to increase extra-budgetary funding of cultural institutions.
	Beginning of 2009.
	In the course of 2009.

	Serbia
	x
	
	Serious decrease of the budget for culture will certainly have an impact, but hopefully the challenge will be met with a better planning and rationalisation of expenses.
	With the ratification of the Law on the Amendments to the Law on the Budget (1st of May, 2009).
	Until January of 2012 (by the current prognosis).



	Slovakia
	x
	
	10 million € to support tourism.
	The budget has not yet been finalised by the Ministry of Finance (the funds of 10 million € have not yet been released for the Ministry of Culture).
	During 2009 (with an extension to 31.3.2010 if funds are allocated after 30 September 2009) in the case of operating expenditure; until funds are used up in the case of capital expenditure. The period for the use of capital expenditure will be set (reduced) by contract.

	Slovenia
	
	x
	
	
	

	U. K.
	x
	
	May 2009 - Announced culture (particularly music) and sporting sectors will be bidding to the ‘Future Jobs Fund’ to create between 10,000 and 20,000 new jobs for young unemployed people. Supporting the sectors and people through the recession.

May 2009 - £3million scheme to use empty properties in town centres for cultural activities.

February 2009 – Extended Enterprise Finance Guarantee Scheme to more of our sectors, making it easier for them to access loans.

Other bodies (e.g. Arts Council) have announced specific funds available to help organisations through the recession.
	
	

	Switzerland
	
	x
	
	
	

	Total
	15
	6


Conclusion:
In most of the countries (15 of 21), measures have a direct or indirect impact on the sectors of culture and heritage. Those measures have been taken in 2009 (or late 2008) and will continue in 2009 (n=3), 2010 (n=2) or until the crisis in the country will be over (n=4).

Seven countries, namely Andorra, Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Portugal and Serbia, see the major impact towards strong cuts in the budget for culture and towards reductions of investment in the cultural sector. Only six countries (Finland, France, Slovakia, Russian Federation and U.K. and to a certain extant Malta) financially support the cultural sector, to stabilize it. In Luxembourg e.g. some new projects will be launched earlier than initially envisaged, in order to strengthen the cultural sector during the crisis. 
3. Has your government considered the possible impact of the economic crisis specifically/explicitly on the cultural or heritage sectors in your country?  

	Country
	Yes
	No
	Explanation

	Albania
	
	x
	

	Andorra
	
	x
	

	Croatia
	
	x
	

	Cyprus
	
	x
	

	Estonia
	x
	
	The reductions in the cultural field were smaller than in the other fields (for example, solidary cutback on personnel costs; the budget for the Song and Dance Celebration, a major event in 2009 was kept unreduced etc.) The Estonian Ministry of Culture analyzed the possible impact of cutbacks on the cultural field in the future while planning the reductions and before making the final decisions. This analyzing process included the try-out of different scenarios while taking into consideration the main threats that would result due to the cutbacks, that is: the decrease of activities of cultural institutions, the decline of quality of their activities and the decrease of possibilities to participate in the culture.

	Finland
	x
	
	In the mid-term evaluation of the implementation of the government's programme and in the light of the economic crisis, the government has agreed to further develop public business services for creative industries and to strengthen entrepreneurial skills of businesses in these sectors.

	France
	x
	
	Voir réponses ci-dessus.

	FYROM
	
	x
	

	Hungary
	
	x
	

	Latvia 
	x
	
	The government tries to do the best in order to prevent the bankruptcy of the country and now the field of culture receives as much as it can in the current financial situation.

	Luxembourg
	
	x
	

	Malta 
	x
	
	The Government is undertaking an ad hoc approach with various operators in difficulty in the sectors most vulnerable to the international crisis. In this regard, Government has launched specific targeted measures to the manufacturing sectors and the tourism industry, which have been the hardest hit by the international crisis. Although the culture and heritage sectors are not targeted specifically, these sectors may be considered to be targeted indirectly since culture and heritage are part and parcel of the tourism package.

	Montenegro
	
	x
	

	Norway
	
	x
	

	Portugal
	
	x
	

	Russian Federation
	x
	
	For specific list of measures taken for culture , see question 2.

	Serbia
	x
	
	The impact on the cultural and heritage sectors is considered to be the same as any other sector impacted by the crisis, and the measures taken shall result in greater efficiency and better planning.

	Slovakia
	x
	
	On the one hand the government has withdrawn funding for culture from operating expenditure intended for consumption and capital expenditure intended for the reconstruction of the seats of organisations. On the other hand it intends to increase funding for reconstruction in World Heritage Sites in order to support tourism.

	Slovenia
	
	x
	

	Switzerland
	
	x
	

	U. K.
	x
	
	Published Lifting People, Lifting Places - a document setting out the role of culture, media and sport in helping people through the recession and in helping to build the new economy. The document also assessed the impact of the recession on the culture, media and sport sectors.

http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6145.aspx
Also working with individual sponsored bodies on financial models for the next 5 years.

	Total
	9
	11


Conclusion:
It appears that only 9 of 21 countries that replied to the questionnaire have specifically considered the impact of the financial crisis on the cultural/ heritage sector and approach this issue strategically. These are Estonia, Finland, France, Latvia, Malta, the Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia and the United Kingdom.
4. Which of the following outcomes may be possible short and medium-term consequences of the crisis on the cultural and heritage sectors in your country:

	Country
	Overall reductions to budgets for culture and heritage
	Reductions to subsidies of independent arts and cultural organisations
	Reductions to major cultural institutions (performing arts, museums, libraries etc.)
	Cuts to cultural infrastructure projects
	Additional finance for infrastructure projects to stimulate employment 
	Increase in investment in creative industries to help generate employment


	Additional financial support to overcome the loss of sponsorship from the private sector


	Others
	None of the above/no likely consequences

	Albania
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Andorra
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Croatia
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Cyprus
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	

	Estonia
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	

	Finland
	x
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	

	France
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	La baisse du marché publicitaire a un impact sur les médias et la culture.
	

	FYROM
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	Investment in cultural institutions from the country budget (collected from the Revenue Office).
	

	Hungary
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Latvia 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	

	Luxembourg
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	

	Malta
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Montenegro
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Norway
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Portugal
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Russian Federation
	Partial reductions to budgets for culture and heritage.
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Serbia
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Slovakia
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	

	Slovenia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x

	Switzerland
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	U. K.
	
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	A number of options are being considered.
	

	Total
	13
	9
	11
	12
	9
	5
	1
	1
	1


Conclusion:
13 of 21 countries envisage overall reduction of budgets for culture and heritage as a possible short or medium term consequence of the financial crisis, one country partial reductions. 52 % (11 countries) envisage cuts in budgets of major cultural institutions, and nine mention reductions to subsidies of independent art and cultural organisations. Twelve countries envisage cuts to cultural infrastructure projects. On the other side, eight countries could imagine additional finance for infrastructure projects to stimulate employment, whilst only 17% (5 countries) could see an increase in the investment in creative industries to help generate employment.   
5. In case additional finance has already been made available to the cultural sector, what was the amount earmarked, and where were the additional funds taken/reallocated from?
	Country
	Amount earmarked
	Additional funds taken/ reallocated from

	Albania
	
	

	Andorra
	National Archive, which is going to be constructed by the architect Frank Gerhy with a budget estimated about 38.000.000 Euros.

A call for the construction of the National Museum was made. Four architects presented a project. Frank Gerhy, Jean Nouvel, Zaha Hadid and Dominique Perrault. 

The budget for 2008 and 2009 will be 1.390.000 Euros.
	

	Croatia
	Amounts from sponsorships and donations.
	We don’t have access to the allocation of these amounts.

	Cyprus
	No
	No

	Estonia
	1. The means from the grants of the Norwegian and the European Economic Area (EEA) Financial Mechanism are being used in the field of culture – circa 8,3 million EUR has been allocated to the state programme ”Schools in old manors”.

1. The government has decided to co-finance those projects that get their financing from the EU Structural Funds. The external and Europe-funded projects are also the priority in the cultural field (including the field of sports), that is, the cultural projects and investments in construction and renovation, which get a support from the EU, will receive a co-financing also from the Estonian side. In case of the EU Structural Funds, the conclusions regarding the total amount of financing allocated for the cultural field can be given in the end of the current year.

On 5th of March 2009, the government of Estonia approved the investment plan for the development of cultural, scientific and sports objects of nationwide importance that is to bring along additional investments (approximately 11,5 million EUR is planned from the European Regional Fund – ERDF) into the cultural field for the development and improvement of cultural and tourist sites. The general purpose of this measure is to introduce Estonia as an interesting cultural and tourism destination and to show the Estonian cultural and historical heritage, therefore having a very important meaning for the development of cultural life at the regional level as well as at the international level.
	Also, additional financing has been foreseen from the EU Structural Funds to the digitalization (approximately 0,2 million EUR) and creative industries. The creative industries will receive directly 6,3 million EUR to which an additional sum of 1,2 million EUR will be added for the awareness raising of creative industries plus an additional fund of the amount yet unknown for the export and clusters development.

	Finland
	Additional finance proposed by the Government and adopted by the Parliament amount to almost 13 million euro. 
	The funds were taken from the state lottery income.

	France
	
	

	FYROM
	
	

	Hungary
	
	

	Latvia 
	No
	No

	Luxembourg
	Voir Budget étatique.
	Voir Plan de soutien à la conjoncture : Investissements supplémentaires sur l’exercice 2009 (en millions d’euros) :
+ 10 moi € (Fonds monuments historiqu es);
+ 25 mio € (Centres culturels régionaux).

	Malta
	Amending budget in Montenegro in the notification as well as forming the new government, so that only processes methodology which can define additional funds.
	

	Montenegro
	Amending budget in Montenegro in the notification as well as forming the new government, so that only process methodology which can define additional funds.
	

	Norway
	Sports: NOK 250 million. 

Cultural buildings: NOK 78 million. 

Cultural heritage: NOK 223 million.
	All from the fiscal budget.

	Portugal
	
	
	

	Russian Federation
	
	

	Serbia
	
	

	Slovakia
	Allocation has not yet taken place. We are waiting for the Ministry of Finance to set the budget; funding will come from the state budget.
	

	Slovenia
	
	

	Switzerland
	
	

	U. K. 
	Other bodies (e.g. Arts Council) have announced specific funds available to help organisations through the recession, largely through reprioritising or drawing down lottery funds.
	


Conclusion:
Two countries report on additional funds having been made available to the cultural sector (Estonia, Finland) and two countries are awaiting this to happen (Slovakia – from the State budget; Croatia- from sponsorships/ donations) with no details yet indicated as to actual amounts.
6. Please add any further personal observations concerning the cultural impact of the economic crisis, or the main themes of a study that may be of interest to you and your government.
	Country
	Personal observations

	Albania
	

	Andorra
	Un livre blanc sur l’Estat de la Culture pourrait constituer un précieux bagage pour affronter les nouvelles échéances de la culture.

	Croatia
	

	Cyprus
	

	Estonia
	- The decisions to be adopted in the cultural field have a long-range impact on cultural life during the next years. Therefore, it has been tried to avoid steps that might bring along consequences that could be later very difficult to be dealt with. One way to disperse the impact of the crisis on culture is to compose more long-standing development plans. In Estonia, the main decision in the field of culture (fine arts, cultural heritage) is to keep up the work in the state institutions (museums, theatres etc.) while the third sector stays inevitably more on its own. At the same time, the field of sports tries to make, on the contrary, more agreements with the third and private sector; other measures in the field of sports include the possibility to diversify the financing sources, the possibility for the Estonian sports organizations to belong to the list of organizations benefiting from the income tax incentive; the financing of sports field for the next years is regulated by the Sport Act.

- With the aim to join the Euro zone, Estonia has to try to keep its economic situation stable. In the cultural field, the movement within the field can be activated with new initiatives; an important role belongs also to the creative industries, which can enliven the economy and culture sphere.

- Regarding the other Council of Europe’s Member States, Estonia is interested to hear their experience on how the crisis has impacted the cultural field and what kind of measures have been taken to relieve or overcome these influences that have occurred. In this new economic situation, it would be also interesting to know the amount of finances allocated for culture in their state’s budget, which changes have taken place in the tax policy and in the investments in infrastructure as well as the extent of making the use of the EU Structural Funds in the financing of cultural field. In addition, it is important to emphasize the significance of co-operation network in the field of culture and cultural heritage since it still is the best way to exchange experience. We also believe that it is necessary to support the European-wide projects beside those with a regional dimension.

	Finland
	It seems obvious that the output and added value in real terms produced by cultural industries will diminish, but it is should be useful to monitor the trends in employment and consumer spending for culture as well as any political positions adopted by governments vis-à-vis culture in general and cultural and creative industries in particular.

	France
	

	FYROM
	The annual Country Budget for 2009 has been already divided up in such a way to benefit major construction work in the field of National Cultural Institutions, e.g. we have started this year major building projects – those of the National Philharmonic House and of the National Museum of Revolutionary Struggle. This is likely to continue throughout the year as the consequences of the Global Economic Recession are not seen to directly affect the amount of the budget related to cultural projects. 

Nevertheless, the Government is beginning to seriously consider the effects of the Global crisis which might result in Budget division changes in the next year’s Country Budget. 

	Hungary
	It seems that the crisis management measures of the government will decrease state subventions to cultural institutions and reduce funding of cultural activities as a whole. This may cause a fall of cultural services. Cultural actors cannot raise prices (tickets, entrance fees, etc.) because the users cannot afford to pay significantly more, since their purchasing power will also drop.

	Latvia 
	In the Latvian society there is not such a strong conviction that culture produces economical benefit. Culture still is considered to be a sector that only consumes and does not give any considerable return in financial terms.

	Luxembourg
	

	Malta
	

	Montenegro
	· Financial planning will be difficult because there is no guarantee that the funds planned to be implemented.

· Development projects are run in the culture that are in danger because the effects of the financial crisis will slow or stop the development of culture.

· It is important to establish priorities for support of cultural institutions and cultural projects.

	Norway
	

	Portugal
	

	Russian federation
	

	Serbia
	· Economic crisis as a challenge for arts and culture (art as an answer to financial crisis; strategies; creativity as a tool … back to innovation in the time of crises? …); 

· possible positive aspects of financial crisis on arts and cultural production (is it possible to increase  cultural needs and interest of people for the arts and culture in the time of crisis…) ;
· creating a model of a new economy in culture as well as in the field of cultural management.  

	Slovakia
	Culture is an area in which Public Private Partnerships can be used as a financing model. The application of this form of financing offers opportunities for positive effects in many areas of culture.

	Slovenia
	The actual supplementary budget does not have impact on the cultural sector. Another supplementary budget has been announced and will probably bring about a linear reduction of funds for the entire cultural sector.

	Switzerland
	

	U. K. 
	We are not just focussing on how we can help people through the hard times (although this is very important) but also how culture can help build the new economy going forward.

Through Lifting People, Lifting Places DCMS is looking for innovative partnerships and ideas for how culture can help build the new economy – through exporting content etc. Digital Britain report also central in looking forward to the shape of the emerging economy.


Conclusion:
Though it is still early to access the overall impact of the financial crisis on the cultural sector in the medium term, the ad-hoc survey with CDCULT delegates revealed first interesting insights on member states’ reactions and perceptions. 

43% of all delegates (n=21) replied to the questionnaire and reported on measures ranging from reduction of culture/ heritage budgets and of subsidies to independent arts and cultural organisations and cultural infrastructure projects, increased taxation of cultural goods such as press and books to investment plans for financing infrastructure projects so as to stimulate employment.
The saving policy in cultural institutions may be implemented at the expense of activities and reduced number of activities and events, worsened quality, impacting on the consumption of culture and decreasing possibilities for Europeans to participate in cultural life.

It seems opportune to further watch consumer spending, tax policies, infrastructure investments, employment trends as well as the performance of cultural industries. Member states are interested to profit form the information and good practice exchange offered by the Council of Europe’s cultural co-operation mechanisms, i.e. CDCULT and the CultureWatchEurope initiative.    




