The OPEN Compendium Initiative – Some Individual Experiences 2002-2010
What was first mainly an international information exchange and then termed the Compendium PLUS programme – today known as the OPEN Compendium Initiative – gained momentum thanks to many individual contributions of Compendium authors and editors as well as those of their colleagues world-wide. A few examples: 
· Former Compendium editor Danielle Cliche presented the system at the UNESCO "International Symposium on Culture Statistics" (October 2002, Montreal, Canada) and at the UNESCO/CONACULTA "International Seminar on Cultural Indicators" (May 2003, Mexico). 
· Ritva Mitchell, ERICarts President of the Board of Governors, led a team of experts in 2005/6 who assisted in the preparation of the first Vietnam Cultural Policy Review, also with the intention that it could serve as a basis for a Vietnamese Compendium profile.
· Upon the initiative of Yashar Huseynli (Azerbaijan Government), the Compendium Authors Conference held early December 2008 in Baku included the participation of guests from the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and some of its member states. This meeting provided an important opportunity to begin cooperation with researchers from the Arab world and it was felt that this should be continued through e.g. invitations to attend each others meetings and to improve the physical exchange of research and policy documents.

· At the Compendium Authors Meeting in Madrid (7-8 Mai 2009), Compendium editor Kathrin Merkle (Council of Europe) made it clear that replications of the information system were an indicator of success. However, the Council of Europe had no mandate or resources to make the Compendium a world-wide system. If methodological assistance would be requested, some kind of agreement would be required, e.g. by a regional political body or international organisation, in order to formally involve the Council. On the other hand, ad-hoc methodology exchanges among researchers from different world regions would always be possible and welcome.
· The fruitful partnership of ERICarts with IFACCA has led to a strong presence of the Compendium on IFACCA's and the related ConnectCP Internet portals. It also became a point of debate at the 4th "World Summit on Arts and Culture" held in Johannesburg/South Africa on 22-25 September 2009. Christine Merkel (German National Commission for UNESCO and then Vice Chair of the Culture Committee of the Council of Europe) introduced it as a model for information systems planned in other world regions. 

· Compendium editor Andreas Wiesand was invited by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO to present the system at the "Culturelink Asia-Pacific Cultural Policy Conference" held on 4-5 November 2009 in Seoul to discuss its potential for an adaptation to the information needs in that region. 
A few days later he also introduced the system at the first Regional Conference "Cultural Policy – Policy for Culture" of the CIS-Countries in Yerevan (Armenia).

· Compendium author Milena Dragicevic-Sesic from Belgrade/Serbia was commissioned by the European Cultural Foundation (ECF) to provide, in the course of 2009, methodological aid for an adaptation of the grid to eight Arab States (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Syria and Tunisia). Experts from these countries translated the Compendium grid with the perspective to adopt it for country profiles addressing the needs and reality in their region. One main methodological difference in their approach has been to first present a socio-political and social context of the country and then to show historical perspective, cultural policies and the respective instruments (elements of this approach influenced the new Compendium grid, which is first applied in the 12th edition for 2011). As explained by Milena Dragicevic-Sesic at the Madrid Authors Conference 2009, these countries need a consultancy or tutor which they can address to discuss certain issues, and asked the Compendium community for some volunteers to help out. Ritva Mitchell, Cupore, Helsinki, and Ineke van Hamersveld from the Boekman Foundation in Amsterdam/The Netherlands offered to help experts to further develop a proper methodology. In October 2010, Boekmanstichting published the main results of the exercise: "Cultural Policies in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Syria and Tunisia: An Introduction". 
· Some of the statistical experts of the Compendium, including Vladimir Bina, Carla Bodo, Ilkka Heiskanen, Franz-Otto Hofecker and Michael Söndermann, are, or have been, involved in the standard-setting work of Eurostat and of the UNESCO Institute for Statistics. The new "Framework for Cultural Statistics" (FCS) of the latter is, in its present state, a more general guideline, so the next step will be the development of more concrete indicators, to which Compendium experiences can contribute in many ways.
· In 2009, the Arts Council Australia indicated its willingness to support the production of a cultural policy profile following the Compendium methodology. In close collaboration with the ERICarts Institute and IFACCA, this task has been accomplished in 2010 by Margaret Seares (University of Perth). A final version, ready for publishing, is expected early 2011.
